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correspondence between the two men, as published by Gamier. 3 This 
is followed (pp. 53-97) by a relatively complete biography of Eusta- 
thius, in which Basil appears in the very unpleasant light of an 
ungrateful pupil and disciple of the famous master of asceticism ; for 
Basil, having imbibed in his early life the teaching and motives of his 
great master, turned in later time against him in most bitter and 
vicious attacks, not even shrinking from lies and calumnies. 4 Basil 
appears now in a totally different light from that in which church 
historians have thus far represented him ; but it is quite possible that 
Loofs, once having become convinced of the injustice done to Eusta- 
thius, has gone somewhat too far to the other extreme. This, no 
doubt, is very pardonable considering the fact that the reputation of 
Eustathius has suffered undeservedly for so many centuries. The 
results of our author's investigations differ decidedly from all views 
held hitherto, so that every student of early church history must 
necessarily acquaint himself with the contents of the book and the 
results of Loofs' investigations, who, by the way, also puts the synod 
of Gangra down to ca. 400 A. D. 

W. Muss-Arnolt. 
The University of Chicago. 



A History of Literary Criticism in the Renaissance. By 
Joel Elias Spingarn. New York and London : Published 
for the Columbia University Press by The Macmillan Co., 
1899. Pp. xi + 330. Si. 50. 

The central position of Italy and the Italian Renaissance in 
the development of modern culture has long been understood by 
scholars. It has been discussed from almost every point of view, and 
it would seem as if the field had been pretty thoroughly cultivated. 
But there was still room for work in the history of Italian literary 
criticism in the sixteenth century and of its influence north of the 
Alps. It is here that Mr. Spingarn has made his contribution in the 
volume before us. 

3 A chronological table of the most important letters, dating from 368-78 A. D., 
is found on pp. 52, 53. 

4 "Eustathius ware vielleicht ein grosser Heiliger geworden, hatte Basilius seinen 
Namen nicht stinkend gemacht. Meletius und Basilius sind ihm zum Verhangnis gewor- 
den. Noch die orthodoxen Kirchenhistoriker des fiinften Jahrhunderts behandeln ihn 
relativ freundlich, Sozomenos sogar nicht ohne offenbare Sympathie. In der geschicht- 
lichen Forschung aber ist nur das Zerrbild nachgezeichnet worden, das Basilius ent- 
worfen hat. Es wird Zeit, dass diese Ungerechtigkeit gesiihnt wird " (p. 97). 
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The book gives abundant evidence of careful and extensive research, 
and not only deserves the attention of students of literature, but will 
be a wonderful tonic to preachers who miss the high mark if they do not 
perpetually look far beyond the immediate necessities of their calling. 

The three parts into which the work is divided are : " Literary Criti- 
cism in Italy ; " " Literary Criticism in France ; " " Literary Criticism in 
England." 

The discussion of Part I, on " Literary Criticism in Italy," is, of 
course, the strongest, as we should expect it to be, since it is basal to 
the succeeding parts. This, however, is not to say that the other parts 
are not admirably done. 

In Part I the author begins with the fundamental problem of 
Renaissance criticism, and treats of the mediaeval conceptions of 
poetry, the moral justification of poetry, and the final justification of 
poetry. He then proceeds to the general theory of poetry in the 
Italian Renaissance and treats of poetry as a form of scholastic phi- 
losophy, and as an imitation of life, and of the function of poetry. In 
the third chapter he considers the theory of the drama, discussing the 
subject, function, and characters of tragedy, with the dramatic unities 
and comedy. Other chapters are on the theory of epic poetry, the 
growth of the classic spirit in Italian criticism, seen in humanism, 
Aristotelianism, and rationalism ; and the romantic elements in Italian 
criticism — as the ancient, mediaeval, and modern romantic elements. 

All these subjects are treated in the light of their historical develop- 
ment. 

J. W. Moncrief. 

The University of Chicago. 

Die "Wiedertaufer" im Herzogtum JOlich. Studien zur 
Geschichte der Reformation, besonders am Niederrhein. 
Von Dr. phil. Karl Rembert. Berlin: R. Gaertner's 
Verlag (H. Heyfelder), 1899. Pp. xii + 638. M. 16. 

This splendid volume, embodying as it does many years of diligent 
research work on the part of a thoroughly competent scholar, is a fresh 
indication of the intelligent interest that has been aroused in Germany 
in the history of formerly despised sects, and of the growing disposi- 
tion among German historical scholars to do justice even to those that 
have borne the hated name " Anabaptist." The motto on the title 
page, from a letter by Bonifacius Amersbach, well expresses the attitude 
of the writer toward the subjects of his monograph : Ipsa Veritas deposita 



